
 

 
Residents of Campbell House, a UCL-owned 
student house, have stepped up their campaign 
against poor living conditions.  
 
Students have found their exam periods 
interrupted by loud demolition work from the 
building next door. The work begins at 8am, six 
days a week, and residents have found that noise 
in rooms facing the site reaches up to 90 decibels 
– roughly the same as a motorway – rendering 
sleep and study impossible. 
 

Classics student and resident of Campbell House 
Shaniqua Hunter said: “I can’t even make phone 
calls, watch television, study, take a nap or listen 
to music in my own room. I desperately try to 
cover my rent with my part time job while I’m 
studying just to be driven out of my own room. 
Conditions in Campbell are unliveable” 
 
Over a hundred residents have pledged not to 
pay their rent until the demolition work is 
stopped until the end of their tenancies, and 
handed in a petition declaring as much to the 
Accommodation Office today. 
 
Meanwhile, the rent strike at Hawkridge House 
is set to continue after UCL have turned down 
the appeal for adequate compensation.  
 
One resident said of the appeal: “UCL has been 
very accommodating by stopping construction 
during the crucial period of exams. However, 
there are a number of issues that remain 
unattended. One of the major issues being the 
living condition which is worsened by the 
presence of mice. Paying a meagre amount of 
£132 in apparent “good faith” looks like nothing 
but a price to shut the residents up without 
making up for the loss we had to suffer 
throughout the only year that we will be 
spending in London.” 
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“I can’t even make phone calls, watch television, 

study, take a nap or listen to music in my own room. 

I desperately try to cover my rent with my part time 

job while I’m studying just to be driven out of my 

own room. Conditions in Campbell are unliveable” 

- Shaniqua Hunter, Campbell House 

 

http://ucldefendeducation.com/


 

WHY THE RENT STRIKE 
MATTERS TO ALL OF US: 

Hawkridge House and Campbell House are 
currently fighting the awful conditions.  

Residents have been routinely woken and 
disturbed during exam term by construction 
and demolition work at their homes that 
should have taken place before or after the 
academic year. However, UCL has prioritised 
the money they make by renting out each 
room in their residences for £56 a night over 
summer.  

This is a problem that applies to all students 
at UCL; that the university is making a 
‘surplus’ by increasing students’ rent year on 
year on year. Each time rent has risen at a rate 
of approximately 4 to 5%, a rate higher than 
the rate of our student loans - making it 
higher than what most prospective students 
can afford. The university prides itself on 
being a ‘global university’, yet it only those 
able to afford the extortionate fees it charges 
can live at UCL, regardless of nationality. 

It’s about time that the students took a stand; 
a stand against the unjustified rent increases, 
but ignored due to the yearly turnover in 
halls; a stand against gentrification at UCL. 
You may have earned your place at this 
university but many others who did simply 
cannot afford to live here. The rent strikes at 
Hawkridge and Campbell houses are setting 
a precedent on how to defend our rights 
from UCL exploitation and negligence.  

UCL ignores poor conditions across halls 
every day, we can take a stand against the 
blatant ignorance of our rights as tenants and 
retain a movement that deals with the fact 
that UCL rent excludes many people in 
society from an education they deserve. 
Hawkridge and Campbell are protesting to 
get a fair deal from UCL, and by doing so 
giving a working example of how we can hold 
UCL to account and guarantee justice to for 
students in all halls. 

For more details and the latest updates see: 
www.facebook.com/davidhallsrep, or www.uclu.org and #UCLRentStrike 
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ABOVE: A DEAD MOUSE - ONE OF MANY MICE 

PLAGUING HAWKRIDGE HOUSE KITCHENS. 

RIGHT: THE PETITION SIGNED BY STUDNETS TO 

WITHHOLD RENT AT CAMPBELL 

http://www.facebook.com/davidhallsrep
http://www.uclu.org/

