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We caucus in breaks in the motions debate and decide the 
movements of the NCAFC at Conference. We also have a text 
list, to remind everyone when important motions are coming.

Want to come or be on the list?  Text 07964 791 663

free education and the 
failed fillibuster

Lady Saltburn

Since the mid-1990s, NUS 
has undergone a thorough 
process of demobilisation 
and moderation – to make 
the student movement “safe 
for Blair” and his successors. 
The NUS leadership has 
been dominated by a close-
knit network of Labour 
Students and rightwing sabbs 
ever since. This alliance has 
systematically undermined 
student unionism as a fighting 
force; attacked NUS’s internal 
democracy (conference used 
to have over 1,000 delegates 
at it, and there were two per 
year, both 5 days long); and 
pulled back from organising 
direct action and demos. 

Yesterday, that status quo 
was inverted. Free education, 
a policy that has been 
lost year-on-year by wide 
margins, passed by an over-
90% majority. Conference 
passed policies calling for 
the nationalisation of the 
banks, an end to immigration 
controls, and the reversal 
of all public sector cuts – all 
without a speech against. 

It was the way in which they 
were passed that mattered:  
there was no leadership co-
ordination on the motions 
– although a wild attempt at 
a filibuster did appear. First 
came an attempt to move the 
question straight to a vote 
, and then a no confidence 
motion put to the chair, 
presumably because the 
chair recognised the near-
unanimous vote to debate the 
policy.  It is an indictment of 
how far the narrative of the 

NUS has shifted in the past 
year that the leadership did 
not co-ordinate an attack on 
the motion, but sat back and 
watched a poor filibuster 
attempt fizzle out.

We’re kidding ourselves if 
we think that passing these 
motions means much on 
its own: similar stuff has 
been passed before and 
simply been ignored by the 
leadership. And so much of 
what happened yesterday 
was actually quite apolitical 
– the Right ducked a fight 
and people went with the 
flow. With only 500 delegates 
voting (a result of years of 
democratic erosion), NUS 
conference’s claim to be the 
parliament of the student 
movement is diminished. 

The most glaring and 
ridiculous thing from 
yesterday’s debate was that, 
despite the most “leftwing 
conference in years”, we 
didn’t discuss a single piece 
of action relating to it – no 
national demo, no strategy. 

So while NCAFC has been 
leading the fight on this for 
years, and we’re proud of 
the role we’ve played, it’s not 
nice words that we need from 
NUS – it’s action. That’s why 
you should elect committed 
activists in the elections. But 
much more importantly, 
prepare to pressure the NUS 
leadership (whoever wins) 
to take radical action – and 
prepare to fight without them 
if we have to. 

MOTIONS TO WATCH OUT FOR today

#copsoffcampus: How can we make 
our campuses free from police 
violence & state surveillance?

Today!

20:30

Room 4B

#GenerationVote? #GenerationOver

Welfare
302c: Affordable Accommo-
dation!
303a & b: EMA and a Living 
Income!
Union Development
401 & 401c: For democratic 
and well-funded SUs!
407: Smash the Charity 

Commission!
Society & Citizenship
504a: Defend Migrants 
rights!
507 & 507a: Fight Welfare 
“Reform”
503a: No to Zero Hours 
contracts!

Astley Cooper

A day of mourning has been 
declared in the exiled offices 
of New Labour following 
yesterday’s free education vote. 
The huge mandate for left wing 
policy, and the likely wave of 
leftwing election victories today, 
has ended a decade of Blairite 
dominance in NUS. 

We caught up with Jim Murphy 
to discuss what happened on 
conference floor. From behind 
a long black veil he told us, “it’s 
all over”, again and again. In the 
end his butler, patting him on 
the shoulder, asked us to leave.

The Bulletin contacted Tony 
Blair’s office at the King David 
Hotel for comment, but his staff 
told us that he had been put 
under citizen’s arrest.

We spoke to Chuka Ummuna 
about the vote; he wasn’t really 
listening, just staring at his 
Labour Party membership card, 
reading the new Clause Four 
under his breath over and over 
again.

Confronted with the news, 

Lord Adonis claimed not to 
know who we were, and insisted 
that we stop calling him in the 
middle of the night. 

In the end, it ends with a 
whimper.

day of mourning declared in blairite hq

a full time trans* officer: 
debunking the money myths
Fran Cowling

This year at NUS LGBT 
Conference a motion for the 
‘Creation a Full Time Paid 
Trans Officer’ fell. It failed to 
get the two thirds majority it 
required by 10 votes. This was 
because of a small minority 
took it upon themselves to 
speak against the motion 
and used incorrect financial 
arguments and co-opted 
other marginalised groups 
struggles in order to justify 
not creating a full time Trans 
officer as it would take away 
money from these groups. 
Rather ironically, the Trans 
student community isn’t a 
single homogenised group. 

The Trans community is 
in fact intersectional just 
like any other liberation or 
marginalised group. They 
are black, disabled, LGBQ, 
and women and by creating 
a full time paid Trans Officer 
it would give what all these 
students don’t currently 
have: a voice. A voice they 
don’t have on NUS NEC and 
a voice they don’t currently 
have in any aspect of society. 

The main argument currently 
being used by those against 
the creation of a FT paid 
Trans Officer is that NUS 
doesn’t have enough money. 
Not only does this completely 
go against everything NUS 

as ‘Union’ stands for, or at 
least should stand for, it’s 
categorically not true. NUS 
has the money to spend it’s 
just those against this motion 
don’t want it to be spent on 
creating a full time paid 
Trans Officer

The reality of the situation is 
we need a Trans Officer now. 
In 1973 The National Union 
of Students was the first 
organisation in the UK to 
form a LGBT and feel proud 
to be part of that movement, 
and it should continue to 
stand up for its progressive 
values and vote for a Full 
Time Trans* Officer.
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DEBATE: how should the left vote on may 7?
The Left usually argues on Facebook.  In an effort to be a bit more civilised, every day NCAFC 
members will go head to head in The Bulletin about issues they disagree with.  Today it’s the 
General Election.

Left Unity
Nathan Rogers
NCAFC School & FE Rep

At a time when students are 
burdened with the highest 
tuition fees in Western Europe 
and the working class are 
facing devastating attacks, it 
is vital that we build a political 
party that can provide an 
alternative to capitalism, 
both on the streets and at the 
ballot box. This is why I’m a 
member of Left Unity, a party 
founded in 2013 that stands 
for socialism, feminism and 
environmentalism.  
While the Labour Party have 
embraced neoliberalism and 
advocate racist immigration 
controls and the Greens 
have been carrying out the 
Tory’s austerity program in 
Brighton, Left Unity has been 
campaigning hard against 
cuts. Left Unity’s manifesto, 
launched at a squat in Soho, 
contains a broad selection of 
radical policies, including the 
scrapping of tuition fees, public 
ownership of corporations 
and the banks, putting the 
NHS back in public hands and 
the abolition of the anti-trade 
union laws. We are also a party 
that has a strong commitment 
to defending the rights of 
migrants, with our manifesto 
advocating an open-borders 
immigration policy. 
Despite only standing a 
modest number of candidates, 
Left Unity is the party that 
socialists should be gravitating 
towards in the upcoming 
general election. Our policies 
set us apart from Labour 
and the Greens in the fact 
that they are explicitly anti-
capitalist and call for a new 
society based on the common 
ownership of wealth and 
radical democracy. If elected, 
Left Unity MPs would not 
vote for a single cut. Left Unity 
is a party that also recognises 
the limits of our current 
democratic institutions, and 
values extra-parliamentary 
action in campaigns just as 
highly as elections. 
While we may not boast 
as many members as other 
parties, Left Unity has grown 
steadily since its founding 
conference and now has 
around 2000 members and 
70 branches. You can read the 
manifesto and join at www.
leftunity.org

The Labour Party
James McAsh
Former NC Member

Every five years we witness the 
sorry spectacle of otherwise 
sharp activists abandoning 
their nuanced ideas to 
vote for some clown who 
promises them the world. 
From #IagreewithNick to 
#GreenSurge, lessons have 
sadly not been learned.
Elections, like all aspects of 
politics, are about power. 
Don’t ‘vote for policies’, fight 
to build the power of ordinary 
working-class people in every 
sphere of life.
The labour movement is the 
most powerful movement 
for the powerless in human 
history. The Labour Party, for 
all its flaws, remains the only 
political party that is in any 
way a representation of this. It 
is linked constitutionally and 
materially to the trade unions: 
the most basic organisations 
of working-class power.
Fighting for the Labour 
Party, whilst fighting for 
socialist policies inside it, is 
an important way of building 
working-class power. Fighting 
for Labour does not mean 
uncritically defending the 
Labour leadership. It means 
fighting for the labour 
movement to have political 
representation.
The work in Labour is often 
unrewarding. It means 
engaging with unpleasant 
ideas like dog-whistle 
immigration policies, the 
‘deserving’ and ‘undeserving’ 
poor, and military adventures 
overseas. But these reactionary 
ideas are current amongst 
the population in general 
and socialists must challenge 
them.
If you think that parliamentary 
democracy is enough and that 
the job of the left is simply 
to convince people of nice 
ideas, then join the Greens. 
But if you are a socialist, and 
believe that class-struggle is 
central, then participation in 
Labour should be a crucial, if 
uncomfortable, part of your 
political activity.
In the next 2 weeks you have 
a choice. You can go on the 
#labourdoorstep, boot out the 
Tories and fight for working-
class political representation. 
Or you can sit on the side-
lines, vote Green, and ‘send 
a message’ to the next Tory 
Government.

The Greens
Sahaya James
Young Greens

The Green Party believe 
education is a right and not 
a privilege and that we can 
afford free education at all 
levels through fairer taxation, 
a redistribution of wealth. 
This is just one example of 
how the Greens’ vision for a 
more equal and just society is 
both radical and practical in 
this day and age of market-
driven, compassionless, 
fear-mongering mainstream 
politics.
The root cause of most of 
the issues we face today 
is the vicious and rampant 
marketisation of everything 
in our lives. The creeping 
privatisation of our NHS, 
the austerity programme, 
the vicious scapegoating of 
minorities and marginalised 
groups, climate change and our 
inability to tackle the forces 
driving it are all pernicious 
effects of an insidious free 
market economy. The Greens 
expose this capitalist ideology 
as thoroughly unnecessary 
and oppose this failed, unjust 
system.
Tackling issues with an 
awareness of how they’re 
often interconnected and 
share common causes, by 
reforming our entire economy, 
making it work for everyone 
and our environment, instead 
of for profit, the Greens’ 
democratically created 
policies offer a holistic 
approach to solving the 
systematic struggles we face.
When young people are 
dismissed as ‘apathetic’ it is 
highly telling that the Greens 
have the largest youth wing of 
any UK party with more than 
a quarter of our membership 
being under 30. 
But why vote Green when 
it’ll just let the Tories in? We 
have a broken, dysfunctional 
electoral system. A tactical 
vote is just a vote for the 
establishment and its status 
quo. Labour rely too heavily 
on safe votes and votes cast 
out of fear of something 
worse, but we can challenge 
them by voting for what we 
actually believe in. 
Labour hasn’t been truly 
left wing since Thatcher 
pulled them to the right. The 
past five years have starkly 
demonstrated that they’ve 
failed to provide any genuine 
opposition to the ConDems’ 
ruthless austerity and UKIP’s 
scapegoating of immigrants. 
We can register our protest by 
voting for a real alternative.

the fight for free education: probably less quick 
and easy than this crossword.

Quick clues:

Across:

2 Learning 
(9)

Down:

1 Without 
cost (4)

The National Campaign 
Against Fees & Cuts #nusnc15

UCL Continues Rent Strike!

chairs: vicious about the 
spice girls...and vicious 

factional operators

dunn fibbin’?

Cornelia Cardew

One of yesterday’s biggest 
spectacles wasn’t motions at 
all – it was the antics of the 
chair. Both chairs, Collum 
McGuire and Beth Button, 
indulged in minutes of “fun 
facts” and random votes; at 
one point, McGuire made us 
all vote between Girls Aloud 
and the Spice Girls.

We at NCAFC were shocked, 
bored and appalled by both the 

process and outcome of this 
vote. Chairs are all banter and 
fun – but they are appointed 
by the NUS President, and 
you have to question their 
impartiality when they 
effectively filibuster so many 
minutes out of debating time. 
You’ve also got to wonder 
what spending quite so much 
time bantering and making 
themselves popular does to 
their impartiality when it 
comes to procedurals and 
rulings.

Spotted on conference floor: 
candidate for President 
Megan Dunn abstaining in 
the vote on free education.

Could it be that the rightwing 
of the NUS does not support 
free education but is too 
cowardly to say so openly, 
and lose the argument?

Could it be that Megan Dunn 

(VPHE at the time) pulled the 
plug on the free education 
demo because she doesn’t 
agree with our union’s pro-
free education position?

Could it be that in fact her 
decision had nothing to do 
with “safety concerns”?

Conference - you decide!

TODAY’S COOL COLLECTIVE NOUNS:

A silence of bureaucrats
An incoherence of rightwing 
arguments
A dishonesty of careerists
A pisstake of chairs
An abstention of Dunns


